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Crawford W. Long: The Discoverer of Anesthesia '

N March 30, 1842, in the town of Jefferson, Ga.;
O Dr. Crawford W. Long, then an unknown country
*' . doetor, barely twenty-seven years of 'age, per-
formed an operation which marked an epoch in the his-
tory of medicine. At this time Dr. Long successfully
employed sulphuric ether in extracting a tumor from
the neck of James M. Venable. The patient, while under
the influence of the anesthetic, experienced no sensation
of pain whatever, and was not aware that an operation
hiad been performed until consciousness was regained. ' It
was the work of only a few moments ; but from this opera-
tion dates the discovery of anesthesia—perhaps  the
greatest hoon ever bestowed upon mankind. ' It put an
end to the terrors of the knife, proclaimed the rise of
modern surgery and dispelled the nightmare of centuries.

©Dr. Long’s discovery antedated Morton’s by four"
years—that of Wells by two years and six months. = He
did not commercialize hig achievement by seeking to ob-
tain patent rights, nor did he make any haste to an-
nounce it with a flourish of trumpets; but the whole sci-
entific world has at length come to recognize the priority
of the Georgian’s claim.* On March 30, 1912, there was

_“See New Internatioral Encyclopaedia, New York, Dodd, Mead and Co.,
Vol. 1, p:*492, under Anesthetic; also Vol XII, p. 483, under Long, Craw-
ford W. : i
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